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TLOS OZELINDE TIBERIUS DONEMI BATI LYKIA’SI

M. Ertan YILDIZ"®

OZET

Tiberius doneminde Lykia’da Tiberius ve Livia kiiltii kurulmustur. Lykia heniiz
Roma’nin bir eyaleti degilken bu iki kiiltiin ni¢in kuruldugu ile ilgili bilim diinyasinda bazi
onerilerde bulunulmustur. Bu dénemde Lykia’nin i¢inde bulundugu bir krizi Tiberis’un
Onledigi ya da Lykia’nin Roma’nmn bir eyaleti olma siirecinden Tiberius’un vazgegtigi
Onerileri 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. Bu dénemde Lykia’da bu iki kiiltiin kurulmasinin disinda kentlerin
dinsel ve sosyal yasamlarinda da bazi degisikliklerin yasandigi goriilmektedir. Tlos
yazitlarinda belgelenen ve kentin vatandaslarinin bir demosa bagl olarak Bellerophonteios,
Sarpedonios, Iobateios, Malieus, ve Aste/Astikos ya da Asteus olarak boliimlenmesinden
vazgegcilmistir. Ayni durum Tlos’un komsu kenti Ksanthos i¢in de gecerlidir. Yine Tiberius
doneminde Tlos’ta daha dnce goriilmeyen Ata Tanri Kronos, Ksanthos’ta Ata Tanr1 Ksanthos
kentlerin dinsel yasamina dahil olmugslardir. Tlos’ta bulunan yeni bir yazit tiyatronun insasi
icin toplanan bir bags listesinin Augustus dénemine degil Tiberius donemine tarihlenmesine
kesinlik kazandirmistir. Bu yazitta tiyatronun ingasi ya da onarimi sonrasi tiyatronun Tiberius
ile birlikte Sebaste olarak anilan Livia’ya ithaf edildigi agik¢a belirtilmistir. Ayni sekilde
Tiberius déneminde Pataralilarin demosu, vatandaslai Polyperkhon’u, Carsar Germanicus
onuruna diizenlenen festival ve tiyatronun onarimi ve de kentin birgok isleri i¢in servetinden
bagislamaya s6z verdigi para icin onurlandirdigi bilinmektedir. Caligmada, Tiberius
doneminde 6zellikle Ksanthos Vadisindeki kentlerde goriilen insaat ¢alismalarina ve bu
bolgedeki kentlerde ortaya ¢ikan dinsel ve sosyal yasamdaki degisikliklere neden olan olguya
bir depremin neden olabilecegi 6nerisi getirilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tiberius, Livia, Lykia, Tlos, Deprem

Dog. Dr., Akdeniz Universitesi, Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Eski¢ag Dilleri ve Kiiltiirleri Bolimii, Antalya / Tiirkiye. E-
mail: ertanyildiz@akdeniz.edu.tr ; https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8003-8698



Turkiye’de Eskicag Filolojisi Calismalart: Yazili Belgeler Sempozyumu

WESTERN LYCIA IN THE TIBERIAN PERIOD: THE CASE OF TLOS

ABSTRACT

During the reign of Tiberius, cults of both Tiberius and Livia were established in Lycia.
Although Lycia was not a Roman province at the time, several scholarly hypotheses have
been advanced concerning the reasons for the introduction of these two cults. The prevailing
views suggest either that Tiberius intervened to resolve a crisis affecting Lycia at the time,
or that he abandoned the process of transforming Lycia into a Roman province . In addition
to the foundation of these cults, some other changes are also observable in the religious and
social life of Lycian cities during this period. Inscriptions from Tlos attestt to the
discontinuation of the traditional subdivision of the citizen body into demes—
Bellerophonteios, Sarpedonios, Tobateios, Malieus, and Aste/Astikos or Asteus. The same
phenomenon is documented at the neighboring city of Xanthos. Moreover, under Tiberius,
deities hitherto unattested in the region entered the civic cult: at Tlos the ancestral god
Kronos, and at Xanthos the ancestral god of the city itself. A recently discovered inscription
from Tlos has further confirmed that the subscription list for the construction of the theater,
previously attributed to the Augustan period, should instead be dated to the reign of Tiberius.
This inscription explicitly records that, following the construction or repair of the theater, the
building was dedicated to Tiberius and to Livia, who is here honored with the title Sebaste.
Similarly, in the Tiberian period the demos of Patara honored its citizen Polyperchon, who
had pledged substantial funds from his own fortune for a festival in honor of Caesar
Germanicus, for the restoration of the theater, and for various other civic projects.

This study hypothesizesthat the extensive building activity in the cities of the Xanthos
valley during the reign of Tiberius, along with concurrent religious and social
transformations, may have been prompted by an earthquake.

Keywords: Tiberius, Livia, Lycia, Tlos, Earthquake
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